
 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The Third Sunday of Easter 

 

May 4 & 5, 2019 
 

A New Day Dawns: From insignificance to purpose 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 227 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care. 

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.  
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The congregation is invited to join in singing the entire hymn on Saturday and the refrains on Sunday. 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 

death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of 

eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 
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Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Acts 9:1-19a 

Jesus revealed his identity to Saul and gave Saul a new purpose for his life. 

 

 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to 

the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there 

who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he 

neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the 

ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

 “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will 

be told what you must do.” 

 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 

Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the 

hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 

 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 

 “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus 

named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands 

on him to restore his sight.” 

 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done 

to your saints in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who 

call on your name.” 

 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for 

my name.” 

 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, 

the Lord – Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here – has sent me so that you 

may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s 

eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 

strength. 

                                                           
 

 Acts: On most Sundays during the church year, the first lesson is a reading from the Old Testament. 

During some of the Sundays in the Easter season, this lesson comes instead from the New Testament 

book of Acts. Acts tells of the birth and infancy of the Christian church. For more information on Acts, 

see pg. 55 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack. 
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Psalm of the Day  Psalm 67 

God’s people find purpose in praising him. 

 

 

  

 May God be gracious to us and bless us 

  and make his face shine upon us; 

 

 may your ways be known on earth, 

  your salvation among all nations. 

 

 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. Refrain 

 

 Then the land will yield its harvest, 

  and God, our God, will bless us. 

 

 God will bless us, 

  and all the ends of the earth will fear him.  

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 
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Second Lesson Revelation 5:11-14 

Every creature in heaven has a singular purpose: to sing praise to the Lamb who was slain. 

 

 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten 

thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud 

voice they sang: 

 “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,  

  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 

 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that 

is in them, singing: 

 “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

  be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 

 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Our hearts were burning within 

us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia. 

 

 

 

Please stand 
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Gospel John 21:1-14 

After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples and gave them purpose for their lives. 

 

 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 

Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go 

with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 

 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

 “No,” they answered. 

 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 

they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard 

him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 

into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far 

from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish 

on it, and some bread. 
  Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 
 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with 

so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples  

dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to 

them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after 

he was raised from the dead. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) God’s Love Is Alive in Us 

Grades 3 & 4 by Mark Patterson 

 

 Sing with joy! Sing with joy! God has done great things among us. 

 Sing with joy! Sing with joy! Come give thanks for the goodness of God’s love. 

 

 Like all the saints who’ve gathered here before us, we come to pray and bless God’s holy name. 

 But on this ancient ground let glad new praise resound: God’s love is alive in us today! 
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 We look with hope for all that still awaits us: a future claimed by trusting in God’s grace. 

 So let us, young and old, go forth with spirits bold. God’s love is alive in us today! 

 

 Come sing with joy! Give thanks to God, for the goodness of God’s love. 

 God’s grace will guide us. God’s word reminds us.  

 God’s love is alive in us: come sing with joy! Amen! 

 

Hymn of the Day This Joyful Eastertide 

Christian Worship 160 

 

Sermon Acts 9:1-19a 

 

Seeing the Light of Easter 

 

Please stand 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. 

  

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 

 



pg. 13 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 18 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain  

 Christian Worship 142 

 

Christ High-Ascended 

Christian Worship 558 

 

O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

Christian Worship 316 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn There Is a Higher Throne (see pg. 16) 

Christian Worship Supplement 727 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer  

 

Musicians Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Saturday) 

 Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday) 

 

Communion Assistants Bill Dittman, Dan Ebeling, Mark Naumann (8:00 a.m.) 

 Eric Zabell, Scott Uecker, Mike Swenson (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Greeters Adam & Jenny Greggs, Mark & Mary Gaub (8:00 a.m.) 

  Brian & Tracey Lampe, Lorna Leyrer, Toni Parker (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Mark Meissner (Saturday) 

 Kerry Kuehn (8:00 a.m.) 

 Rick Yahn (10:30 a.m.) 

 

AV Operators Jonah and Riley Rindfleisch (8:00 a.m.) 

 Ben Haferman (10:30 a.m.) 

 

In Our Prayers 

 
• The 2019 Confirmation Class (Jacob Alejandro, Micah Buske, Chloe Campbell, Olivia Close, 

Clara Cook-Kammholz, Silas Ebeling, William Eft, Aidan Gmach, Noel Greene, Elsa Gregory, 

Nora Gregory, John Handeland, Joshua Knueppel, Leif Kostrezewa, Annika Laufer, Madysen 

Lueck, Tianyi “Peter” Ma, Kaylie McEvoy, Eden Rader, Allyson Rhyner, Riley Rindfleisch, 

Alexandra Siegmund, Evan Starkey, Erin Welcenbach) as they receive Lord’s Supper for the 

first time this Sunday. 

• Lynn Kozlowski, scheduled for hip replacement surgery on Monday at West Allis Memorial 

Hospital. 

• Drex Hansen, hospitalized at Community Memorial, Menomonee Falls. 
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Heavenly Father, through this sacrament you invite me to receive your Son’s body and blood. I thank 

you for this gift of grace and for your forgiveness given here. Lead me to your altar with a humble and 

repentant heart. Strengthen me with your presence through the communion present in this meal. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me worthy  

to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here,  

cause me to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen. 
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Readings for the Week of Easter 3 

 

  

 
 

 

M Ephesians 4:17-24 Job 38:1-11 

T Ephesians 4:25-32 Job 42:1-10 

W 1 John 4:7-14 Isaiah 65:17-19, 23-25 

R Acts 17:22-32 Colossians 1:15-18 

F 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Romans 8:18-23 

S Romans 1:18-25 Revelation 21:1-5 



 

 


